Chapter Three
THE BIRTH OF SOVIET RUSSIA   .
IT must be understood that the structure of the Russian soul
is all its own and completely different from that of Westerners.
The more penetrating minds of the West realise this well enough,
and are attracted by the puzzle it presents. The Russian East is
a huge world, as big as western Europe and all its peoples put
together. It is a plain of vast extent, with no strongly marked
outline or landmarks; there is neither the confused mass of moun-
tains and valleys nor anything defining the particular shape of
any region. And the life of Russia flows along the infinitude of
her plains. The geography of the land coincides with the geo-
graphy of her soul, a symbolic expression of its spirit. The even-
ness, the unending distances, the indefiniteness of the features of
the Russian earth embody the nature of the Russian man and
typify similar qualities in his soul. It is not a matter of chance
that such-and-such a people lives in such-and-such a land, amid
such-and-such natural surroundings: there is an inward bond
between them; the nature of a countryside is determined by the
people who live in it. Everywhere on the face of the earth can
be felt the difficulty man has had to conquer it, to give it form,
to bring it under cultivation. In Russia man is dominated by
the land and its elements, and indiscipline is common to both.
The soul is drawn to infinite flat distances and is lost in them; it
cannot bear to live within the clearly marked frontiers of a differ-
entiated culture and submit to an order which it does not find in
its physical surroundings. The soul of the European is a castle
fortified by a religious and cultural discipline; that of the Russian
is apocalyptic and fluid by "build" and inclination, ever gliding
towards the beckoning horizon, especially to that far one which
seems to hide the end of the world.
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The war has created such an immense crisis, has so strained
the material and moral forces of the people, has dealt such blows
at the modern social organisation, that humanity finds itself faced
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